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To join our Facebook Group, go to 
Southeastern Camping Unit WBCCI (on 

Facebook) and request membership.

The Southeastern Camping Unit gathered at Bald Ridge in August.  There were 14 Rigs, including Regular Members, Affiliate Members, and 
New Friends who aren’t yet either.  In addition, we had three couples, who are members, stop and visit.  They were unable to camp for a variety 
of  reasons, but agreed to join us at their next opportunity.

The park was beautiful.  The paddling was laid back and enjoyed by many.  Our hosts, Kathy and Bill Narowski, threw a wonderful baseball 
theme rally.  Of  course we decided not to venture out for baseball, but we still had some fun and games.  So we satisfied the Fun part.  As for the 
Sun?  Well, it was nice to have awnings and easy-ups to shelter us from the liquid sunshine.  What a perfect way to spend a weekend in August!  

Not quite baseball, but a fun game, just the same!

It was great to meet the Buswell family.  Damien is 
cooking pancakes in another photo.



A Note
 from 

Roy Beavers

Greetings from Haines, Alaska!
 
It’s Labor Day Weekend and summer is winding down.  The Alaska Caravan is also coming to a close.  Elaine and I have had a 
summer to remember.  We hope you and your families had a fun one also.  In keeping up with Facebook, it appears that our 
members were very busy having fun together.  Having fun with our friends, and making new ones while Airstreaming, is what our 
unit is all about.
 
We made many new Airstreaming friends during the caravan, have been ambassadors for our unit and WBCCI and have seen 
incredible sights.  We hope to share those with you, while not putting everyone to sleep, in some of  the upcoming campouts.  I know 
that long caravans don’t fit into many of  your schedules - right now- but put them on your “Bucket List” for the future.  It’s a great 
way to see our magnificent country.  Meeting with other travelers, we have had many comments about all the “silver trailers” and 
how we were having fun as a group.  We just let them know that this is what Airstreaming is all about.  We’ve also had a couple of  
Airstream Owners agree to join WBCCI after seeing how much fun we are having.  This is a goal for our unit also, to help grow 
WBCCi for the future.
 
September also means that our tenure as President and First Lady of  SECU is coming to an end.  2014 was an exciting year, the unit 
was accepted by WBCCI, it grew from 39 units to 58 Regular Members with  61 Affiliate members, we had great campout 
participation and we received lots of  positive comments from Airstream owners around the country about the direction of  our new 
unit and our distinctive logo.  We both enjoyed leading the unit in its inaugural year.   In reviewing the proposed slate of  officers for 
next year, it’s evident that these individuals are very qualified to lead the unit.  We look forward to participating in the upcoming 
election and installation of  new officers at Falluminum, in Hiwassee, GA.
 
See you soon!
 
Roy and Elaine Beavers
 



Membership Update 
From Beth Hackney

We now have 59 regular 
members and 61 affiliate 
members. We welcome our 
newest members to the WBCCI: 
Thomas and Debbie Carnes from 
Lexington, SC, Damien & 
Melanie Buswell from Warner 
Robbins, GA and Rusty and 
Sydney Wendt from 
Summerfield, NC. We look 
forward to seeing them at future 
events. Our other new members 
have transferred from affiliate 
status to regular Southeastern 
Camping Unit members. We glad 
to have them join our unit also.

We currently have $152.42 in our 
account.

Please remember that your 2015 
dues are due now. Please send a 
check for $66 made out to 
WBCCI/Elizabeth Hackney. My 
address is 3519 Stevens Way 
Martinez, GA 30907. If you are 
participating in any of our events 
this fall, you can give me a check 
in person.

See you down the road!

Antsy McClain and the Troubs
 And

A Blah, Blah Rally!

Antsy McClain and the Trailer Park Troubadours will be performing at the Red Light 
Cafe in Atlanta Oct 17th so we're creating a camping layover for those of  you who are 
interested in attending his event but are too far away to come for just the evening. Of  
course, you're welcome to join in if  you just want to camp too. Camping will be at the 
Stone Mountain Campground. Reservations can be made by calling 770 498-5170 
and requesting a site held for the SE Camping Unit. Thursday night we'll head over 
to the local German restaurant, Friday night will be with Antsy and Saturday night 
we'll do a potluck dinner.   If  you can attend any or all of  this event, contact Robin at 
harrison429@comcast.net.  We plan to charter a bus at a cost of  approximately $25 
per person.  Please let Robin know if  you want to be on the bus.  

Antsy McClain designed our Unit Flag / Logo.  Please plan to wear a unit shirt and 
or hat to the concert!

Buy Concert tickets at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/antsy-mcclain-tickets-12163359937?ref=ebtn



Fun 

in the 

Sun



From Craig Stephens

Southeastern Camping Unit 
Board of  Trustees

President		 Roy Beavers
Vice President	 Craig Stephens
Secretary		 Nancy Gore
Treasurer	/ Membership
	 	 Beth Hackney
Trustee	 	 Joe Conoly
Trustee  Jerry O’Connell
	

We are rapidly approaching The Fall 
season and along with it my favorite 
time of the year to be out in our 
Airstream.  The days are warm, but the 
nights are cool lending themselves to 
campfires and sleeping with the 
windows open to the sounds of nature. 

     As I write this I am off on one of the 
many trips for work which pay for the 
enjoyment of our family Airstream.  
While sitting in a hotel room waiting for 
tomorrow's flying, I have a chance to 
reflect on the first year of the 
Southeastern Camping Unit, the 
WBCCI in general, and our vector into 
the future. Just before leaving home, I 
received the September issue of the 
Blue Beret.   As a general rule, I 
download a copy to my iPad for future 
reference, and read through the paper 
copy.  One item which caught my 
attention was the President’s Corner 
column.  It resonated with some of the 
things I have pondered about the 
WBCCI over the last several years.  
Like many of you I held some deep 
concerns about the general long term 
health of our club.  While it is a true 
statement that the WBCCI is the 
original affinity club for Airstream 
products, and that it has a rich history 
of all things Airstream.  It can also be 
said that it has atrophied from days 
past. Many of those concerns are 
subsiding due to what I see and hear 
from our top leadership.  Mr. 
Perryman’s acceptance speech 

articulated some of the challenges and 
necessary changes for our club.  His 
latest President’s Corner message 
asks some great questions.  Those 
questions apply to our unit as well.

     As we reach the end of our first year 
as a unit, did we strike the right 
balance?  Have you had the chance to 
do what you want to do with your 
Airstream?  Have we held enough 
rallies?  Have we held too many?  
Were they held at places you want to 
be with activities you enjoy? Our unit 
was formed out of the desire to travel, 
see, and enjoy both our Airstreams and 
the friendship of fellow Airstreamers.  
Do you as members of the 
Southeastern Camping Unit feel that 
we have accomplished that?  What 
would you like to see in the next year?  
We have had several members take up 
the challenge to host rallies and for that  
I am deeply thankful.  Please let your 
officers know what you want to do in 
the year(s) ahead.  Drop us an email or 
tell us at a rally.  My goal for our unit is 
for it to be the easiest to participate in 
and the most fun to belong to of any in 
the WBCCI.  There are some great 
units out there, so this isn't an empty 
goal. You as members of the 
Southeastern Camping Unit will 
determine if the goal is met.

Happy Camping,

Craig

Thoughts from Dale Schwamborn

Dues Payable Now
Please remember that your 2015 dues are due now. Please send a check for $66 made out to WBCCI/
Elizabeth Hackney. My address is 3519 Stevens Way Martinez, GA 30907. If you are participating in any 
of our events this fall, you can give me a check in person.



Southeastern Camping 
Calendar of  Events

Pine Mountain Weekend

Bill and Robin Harrison are planning a weekend at FDR State Park in Pine 
Mountain GA Sept 19-21. Inside the park there is Roosevelt’s Little White House 
tour, Dowdell’s Knob, Horseback riding and hiking trails. Within the City of Pine 
Mountain is Callaway Gardens which happens to be hosting the world’s largest 
Blue Morpho Butterfly display during the month of September and Wild Animal 
Safari which allows you to drive through the park to see over 65 different species 
of roaming animals. Then a bit further out, in the city of Columbus, is the world’s 
longest urban whitewater rafting on the Chattahoochee River.

The GA state parks are not site specific reserve-able, they are first come first 
served. I'd love to get on the water but it's not likely for us. Still if we all want to 
stay together there is the 'back' loop. In order to get those sites we'd all need to 
reserve a 40' site.

Reservations for the park: http://www.gastateparks.org/FDRoosevelt

Okeefenokee Swamp Paddle 2

Back by popular demand (well, those who asked me said it was popular) is the 
Okeefenokee Swamp Paddle.  We will again be camping in Stephen C. Foster State 
Park near Fargo, GA.  It is important to note that this is actually closer to many of 
our Florida members than it is for those who live north of Atlanta!  This year we 
will be paddling on Friday November 7 and Saturday November 8.  This year we 
will be holding the event without the GA Conservancy.  You can bring your own 
kayak or rent one at the park. More details will follow in August and September.  
Make your reservations for November 6th or 7th through the 9th now at:
	
 www.gastateparks.org

For questions, contact Matt or Beth Hackney, eroney@aol.com

SE Camping Unit at Alumalina, Fall 
Edition and Falluminum
Many of  our members have attended 
popular Air Forums Rallies.  We will be 
continuing the tradition with an invitation 
from John Leake to attend Alumalina at 
Lake Wateree State Park (Winnsboro, SC) 
September 26 - 29.  You can call the Park 
directly at 803.482.6401  All sites are 
currently reserved, but keep checking.  
Also, check the Air Forums / Rallies 
thread as folks often change plans as the 
rally approaches. 
In October, Alan David has invited us to 
attend Falluminum at the Georgia 
Mountain Fairgrounds (Hiawassee, GA) 
October 24 - 26.  Contact the Fairground 
at: Georgiamountainfairgrounds.com 

Our activities will all be posted on the 
website at :

http://secamping.wbcci.net/event/

In addition, we have a Facebook group.  
This is a “closed” group so your posts 
can only be seen by other members.  We 
hope this will become an interactive way 
to reach other members of  the Unit for 
smaller camping trips.  If  you want to 
plan a trip and want company or ideas 
for locations and ideas, just post.  If  you 
haven’t already joined the Facebook 
Group, send a request to the 
Southeastern Camping Unit WBCCI.

Not your typical 
WBCCI Unit!

Southeastern Unit Business Meeting
October 25, 2014

10:00 AM
Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds

Hiawassee, GA

As provided in our Constitution and Bylaws, you may vote by e-mail.  A 
ballot will be provided to you in a few weeks.  We must have 10 percent 
of  our membership present to hold the meeting.  
Contact Matt Hackney (eroney@aol.com) with any questions.

http://secamping.wbcci.net/event/
http://secamping.wbcci.net/event/
mailto:eroney@aol.com
mailto:eroney@aol.com


Canopener 2015
Topsail Hill Preserve State Park, 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 

L a s t Y e a r 2 2 
Southeastern Camping 
Unit Members Attended!

Over 10 SECU members  are 
already signed up for the ninth 
annual Canopener rally at Topsail 
Hill Preserve State Park in Santa 
Rosa Beach, Florida scheduled for 
January 9-11, 2015.  Tom and Robin 
M o n t g o m e r y ( A l u m i t a t e r o f 
Airforums,  and members of SECU) 
will be hosting this rally which last 
year attracted 80 Airstreams from 
around the country.   Sites at the 
campground are booking quickly, the 
103 loop in the campground is 
already full, so if you are thinking 
about attending this  always fun rally, 
hop on the Reserve America website 
and make your reservations.   Once 
you’ve reserved a site,  don’t forget to 
go on the rally RSVP page on 
Airforums.com to register with the 
rally so the hosts  will have an 

accurate count,  your name badges 
can be created, and you can be 
added to the site maps periodically 
published on Airforums.  

If you haven’t been to a 
Canopener, there is no rally fee but 
there are fabulous pot luck dinners, 
including some terrific dutch oven 
culinary delights.   Last year the 
SECU sponsored one of the evening 
happy hours.  Located on the Gulf of 
Mexico, the park is  first class with full 
hookup campsites, hiking trails, 
kayaking, and a 2 mile stretch of 
unspoiled white sandy beach.  
Nearby Destin has a wide choice of 
r e s t a u r a n t s a n d s h o p p i n g 
destinations.   Seaside, a short drive 
from the park,  has a number of 
vintage Airstreams, converted to 
streetside food kitchens, lined up in 
the center of town selling a variety of 
tasty treats. 

Chuck Nesbit

Video from Canopener 2014 

Can be found at:

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=JsaKrimSMP4

Bob and Lia send greetings from the Road!  Don’t forget the Weight Gain Rally, 
February 20 - 24.  There are no more campsites, but keep checking for 
cancellations at the park website!

http://www.floridastateparks.org/silversprings/default.cfm

 

Weight Gain?

http://airforums.com/
http://airforums.com/


Southeastern Camping Unit - One Year 
Later

by Matt Hackney

When we look back at the first year 
of Fun,  Friendship, and Adventure with 
the Southeastern Camping Unit, it is 
important to ask how we are doing and 
and where we are headed.  

Our membership is  growing   and we 
have been able to offer new and different 
opportunities  for camping together, 
touring new locations,  and exploring new 
options.  Our use of of an electronic 
newsletter, electronic communication, and 
a Facebook Page gives  us  many options 
unavailable and never imagined when the 
WBCCI was  formed.  It should not be 
surprising that we often find ourselves 
thinking  or saying “I don’t know,  we’ve 
never done that before.”   What a great 
way to start an adventure!  

I try not to inject my opinion in this 
newsletter, but I’m sure it shows  in my 
choice of photos  or editing of articles.  I 
will soon be handing off the editing duties 
for this  newsletter,  but I want to take this 
opportunity to offer a few thoughts and a 
few questions.

Our options  are as varied as  those 
who volunteer to host our rallies.  If you 
think there are other places we should go 
or activities we should try, contact your 
President or Vice President and volunteer 

to host a rally.  You won’t be doing it 
alone.  Others  will be happy to help.  If 
you want to start smaller, use the 
Facebook Page and invite folks  to meet 
you for a weekend.  Share your 
experiences on the page.

With a membership scattered as  ours 
is, is  there a reason we should be limited 
to a single rally in a month?  Could we 
have a rally in Florida and one in North 
Carolina and have reasonable attendance?  
Last spring  we had two different events 
with a Memorial Day Rally and a group 
traveling to Alumapalooza,  both in the 
same 10 day period.  

So what am I asking?   I am asking 
you to think outside the box.  Joe 
Perryman challenged all of us to 
volunteer in his  most recent Blue Beret 
column.  I’m asking you to do exactly 
that. I’m not asking your to be an officer 
or head a committee.  Our Unit is  not 
wired that way.  I’m asking  you to speak 
up, express  your ideas,  and offer to help 
others have a good time.  

That is  exactly what Beth and I are 
trying to do.  Sometimes  we may misstep, 
but we are trying to move in the right 
direction.  Join us?

See you down the road.
Matt 

Save the date!
Region 3 Rally 2015

April 29 - May 3, 2015

Exchange Park - Ladson, SC

Food Tours, Historic Tours, and Pub 
Tours will be offered.  Make plans 

now. 

Elections for Unit Office 2014 - 2015
The nominating committee, consisting of  Roy Beavers, Craig Stephens, and Matt Hackney, have interviewed and determined the 
following candidates to be qualified and willing to serve the Southeastern Camping Unit as officers for 2014 - 2015.  This report is 
provided to the Executive Board, as required by the unit Bylaws, Article IV.  We respectfully request that these nominees be 
presented to the membership not less than 15 days prior to the Annual Business Meeting in Hiawassee, GA.

President 	 	 Craig Stephens
Vice President	 	 Joe Conoly
Secretary	 	 Nancy Gore
Treasurer / Membership	 Beth Hackney
Trustee (2 year term)	 Cissy Thibadeau
Trustee (1 year term)*	 Ed Overcash
* fills a position left vacant with Joe Conoly moving up

It’s time again for Unit elections.  For those who weren’t here last year and for those who don’t remember, here is how elections are 
conducted in the Southeastern Camping Unit. 
The Executive Board shall, not less than ninety (90) days prior to the unit’s annual business meeting, appoint a three member 
Nominating Committee who shall, after having obtained the prior acceptance for office of  each nominee if  elected, place in 
nomination one candidate for each office to be filled by election, and submit a written report to the Executive Board which shall 
include the names of  all candidates considered, and the President shall distribute the report to the membership not less than fifteen 
(15) days prior to said business meeting. Additional candidates who have previously consented to accept the office if  elected, may be 
placed in nomination from the floor of  said meeting. No seconds are required for any nomination.

Ballots will be e-mailed to each member.  They have the option of  voting for the slate OR voting for another Regular Member of  
the Unit who is willing to serve.  Votes may be cast in person, at the annual Business Meeting OR returned by e-mail at least 2 days 
prior to the meeting.


