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Nancy's Notes
We have lots of members, 107 to be exact. And yet, we don’t have many rallies. We need more
rallies, more rallies that meet the needs of our members. Why did you join SECU? Did you join
because you like our members and want to camp with us? While most of our members are in
the southeastern United States, we do have members all over the country. And yet, we
struggle to have more than a rally a month. We need more rallies, but we have grown to such
an extent that it’s di�cult to predict where we should have rallies and what they should look
like.
We are now entering our �fth year as a unit. I joined because I like the members. I joined
because I wanted to be part of a unit that likes to explore this beautiful country of ours. I
joined because I enjoy camping with as we say, ‘like-minded people.’ What does that even
mean? It doesn’t mean politics. In fact, even my husband and I are not ‘like-minded’ when it
comes to politics. For me, like-minded means people who enjoy being outdoors, people who
enjoy conversation, and people who enjoy exploring this great country of ours.
While we have grown by leaps and bounds, it’s important to me as president that we retain
our members. With that, it’s important that we are meeting the expectations of our members.
So, for the �rst time in our short history, it’s time to take a breath and �nd out how we’re
doing. It’s time to �nd out whether or not we are meeting the expectations of our members.
Once we know what you are looking for in a unit, we can better ensure that we are meeting
those expectations.
I have put together a very short survey – 10 questions to be exact. It should take you under
�ve minutes to complete it. Please take those �ve minutes. Doing so will help us make this a
stronger unit, a unit that is meeting the expectations of its members. I’ll report the result in
our next newsletter. It’s very important to us that we are on track with what our members
want this organization to be. So please, click on this link and answer the few short, mostly
multiple choice questions. We will then process the results and develop a plan that will make
you even more pleased to be a member of this unit.
When we bought our Airstream a decade ago, I knew we were buying an iconic and brilliantly
designed recreational vehicle. What I didn’t realize at the time was that we were buying into a
social network that would make the adventures in our Airstream even more enjoyable. We
are making life-long friends in this unit that I hope to be camping with for decades.
Hopefully, you feel the same about SECU. With your response to this survey, we can build
more rallies that can lead to more connections and more friendships for years to come.



The following is the website where you will �nd the survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HM8DGWX

CanOpener A Perspective from Kate and Kim Coast
This is our 2nd CanOpener and despite the cold weather believe its about one of the best
rallies. Although we can’t remember everyone’s names, seeing them here and at other rallies
helps. One thing we love is that folks are so spontaneous and fun. Small groups or large;
there’s always something going on. Last year on a whim we decided to have an Oyster Roast
that turned out to be so much fun we did it again this year. We also did morning hikes which
were great exercise and a chance to talk one-on-one with others. Topsail is a beautiful park
and all of the sites are good.

Membership We Get Around - Beth Hackney
Well, as you read CanOpener was a huge success again. Joe and Annette were very
appreciative of the helping hands of SECU members. At this gathering there were 31 regular
members and 10 a�liate members. By and large one of the season's best turnouts, even with
last minute cancellations due to weather and life issues.
 
For those interested in Southeastern Camping Unit Gear, Roy Beavers stocks and buys silk
screened shirts in a variety of colors and sizes. He also has unit �ags for sale. For those
interested in embroidered hats, Beth Hackney has a variety of colors for sale. Email Roy at
egrbeav@bellsouth.net or Beth at eroney@aol.com or see them at a rally.
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CanOpener Something is
Getting Hot

Fellowship

We have had several more members renew for 2018. Our current count is 107 regular
members and 56 A�liate members. Our treasury stands $511.31.

Westward Ho - Caravan to Oregon
Who’s up for a 2,650 mile road trip? That’s the distance from Atlanta to Salem, Oregon. For
those in the unit who want to caravan to this year’s WBCCI International Rally, I have put
together a potential design that begins in Paducah, Kentucky since we have members
scattered hither and yon. Based on my strategy, the trip would take 12 days taking what
various websites tell me is the most direct route, but driving two days on, one day o�. If we
keep to the schedule, we leave Paducah on June 11th and arrive in Salem on the opening day
of the rally, June 23rd.
 
The schedule includes potential things to see and do along the way. Additionally, I have
scoped out prospective RV parks to rest our weary bones. I’ve �gured out mileage between
stops so that we are traveling close to 300 miles a day, which from what I understand from
several members is a reasonable average for such a long trip.
 
While it would be up to each individual to make his/her own reservations, I will need an idea
of how many are interested in joining me and Mike on this adventure across the country.
Although June seems very far away, it is closer than you may think, and I’ll need to call
campgrounds soon to alert them to our pending arrival. So, take a look at the table I’ve
sketched out and let me know if you’re interested in caravanning to Salem. You can join us at
any point on the caravan, but even so I will need to have an idea of how many trailers may be
showing up at each campground. Please keep in mind that we will want to all go into the
International as a unit so that we can be parked together.
 
I would also like any feedback you may have on this strategy. If you have ideas of ways to
improve upon it, I’d love to hear them. If I’ve missed some important things to see on the
drive, let me know that too. Send me your thoughts by Feb. 15. My email is
nancypgore@bellsouth.net.

Travel Path
June 11 
Duck Creek RV Park - 2540 John L Puryear Drive, Paducah, KY 
800-728-5109, cost $32-$37, 4.3 rating
Things to do: Historic Downtown Paducah, Quilt Museum, Harrah’s Casino
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1 night, 299 miles to next stop
 
June 12
Cottonwoods RV Park - 5170 N Oakland Gravel Rd, Columbia, MO 65202 
573-474-2747, cost $42, 4.5 rating
Things to do: http://cottonwoodsrvpark.com/things-to-do/
1 night, 300 miles to next stop
 
June 13
Wilson State Park - # 3 State Park Road, Sylvan Grove KS 67481
Reserve America or 785-658-2465, cost $23, 4.7 rating
Things to do: Fishing, swimming, boating, Smoky Hill Vineyards and Winery, Yesteryear
Museum
2 nights, 242 miles to next stop
 
June 15
I-80 Lakeside Campground - 3800 Hadley Drive, North Platte, NE 69101 
308-534-5077, cost $30, 4.5 rating
Things to do: Classic Car Collection, Kearny NE, Cody Park Railroad Museum, Lincoln County
Historical Museum
1 night, 248 miles to next stop
 
June 16
Curt Gowdy State Park - 1264 Granite Springs Rd, Cheyenne, WY 82009 
877-996-7275, cost $25, 4.7 rating
Things to do: Fishing, boating, hiking, horseback riding, University of Wyoming Geological
Museum
2 nights, 238 miles to next stop
 
June 18
Rock Springs/Green River KOA - 86 Foothill Blvd, Rock Springs, WY 82901 
307-362-3063, cost $48, 3.3 rating
Things to do: Hill Aerospace Museum, Clear�eld UT, Rock Springs Natural History Museum
1 night, 265 miles to next stop
 
June 19
Willow Bay Café and RV - 2830 Marina Rd, American Falls, ID
208-417-9524, cost $32, 4.5 rating
Things to do: Zoo Idaho, Museum of Clean, Idaho Museum of Natural History
2 nights, 264 miles to next stop
 
June 21
Neat Retreat RV Park - 2701 N Alder Dr #0, Fruitland, ID 83619 
208-452-4324, cost $46, 4.3 rating
1 night, 367 miles to next stop 
 
June 22
Bend/Sisters Garden RV - 67667 US-20, Bend, OR 97703 
888-503-3588, cost $50, 4.6 rating
Things to do: Lava River Cave
1 night, 114 miles to next stop
 
June 23

http://cottonwoodsrvpark.com/things-to-do/
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Oregon State Fairgrounds - 2330 17th Street NE Salem, Oregon 97301-0601
Things to do: TOO MUCH TO LIST

Upcoming Rallys
February 7th through 11th
Farm Life 2.0 - Land O'Lakes, FL
Contact Lisa Forsyth or Matt Hackney
 
March 16th through 18th
GA Mountain Air - St. Patrick's Day Edition - Hiawassee, GA 
Contact Matt Hackney
 
April 25th through 29th
Region 3 Rally - Myrtle Beach, SC
Contact Joe Conoly
 
May 3rd through 6th
KY Derby Rally at Stone Mountain - Stone Mountain, GA
Contact Robin Harrison

Albuquerque National Balloon Fiesta Rally

When

Friday, Oct. 5th, 7am to Tuesday, Oct.

9th, 11am

Where

14303 Central Avenue Northwest

Albuquerque, NM

More information
The Albuquerque National Balloon Fiesta Rally registration is now open – do not hesitate to sign up
as this event �lls very quickly – last year we �lled in three weeks and we have had many inquiries all
ready!
 
For more information and registration form please see link below. Or follow us on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1192442150821770/
 
Address above is the staging point at Camping World, from 7:00am to noon.
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the 47th – our 12th – annual Albuquerque National Balloon
Fiesta Rally

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1192442150821770/


Balloon Fiesta Rally balloon�estarally.wbcci.net

http://balloonfiestarally.wbcci.net/

